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A Baltimore County Circuit Court jury has 

awarded more than $450,000 to the family of 

a man who died from metastatic lung can-

cer after his primary care physician did not 

follow-up on lung scans showing an abnor-

mality.

Carl Palmer, a former smoker, voluntarily 

attended a lung cancer screening program at 

Greater Baltimore Medical Center in Novem-

ber 2005, where a CT scan revealed an abnor-

mality in his upper right lung, according to 

James D. Cardea, a lawyer for the plaintiffs.

A letter was sent to Palmer’s primary care 

physician, E. Timothy Souweine, recom-

mending annual scans but Souweine never 

arranged one, Cardea said. In March 2008, 

Palmer had a chest X-ray prior to undergoing 

surgery for an unrelated issue and again the 

abnormality was noted and Souweine was 

notified and a follow-up was recommended 

but never done.

By the time Palmer was diagnosed with 

lung cancer in 2010, it was stage four. He 

died two years later at age 79.

“Our allegation was, had he been diag-

nosed and treated prior to July of 2008, he 

would have been a stage one, would have 

undergone surgery, and would have been 

cured,” said Cardea, a partner at Schochor, 

Federico and Staton P.A. in Baltimore.

Palmer’s estate and surviving family filed 

suit in 2013 against Souweine, GBMC and 

the two radiologists who identified the ab-

normality. After a nine-day trial, a jury found 

only Souweine liable and returned a verdict 

Thursday of more than $160,000 in economic 

damages and $300,000 in non-economic dam-

ages after approximately five hours of delib-

erations.

“A follow-up CT scan was required based 

upon the abnormality in the lung and nobody 

ever specifically recommended it and nobody 

specifically scheduled it,” said Cardea, who 

tried the case with colleague Jonathan Gold-

berg. “Ultimately, the jury decided it was the 

primary care doctor that was responsible for 

scheduling it.”

GBMC’s internal protocol called for a 

letter to be sent to Palmer and his doctor 

around 10 months after the screening to re-

mind them of the annual follow-up but the 

hospital did not, according to Cardea.

A spokesman for GBMC said the hospi-

tal “extends sympathy to the family of Mr. 

Palmer for their loss.”

Palmer’s wife and children were thankful 

for the verdict after what was an emotional 

process, according to Cardea.

“It was very emotional, obviously, going 

through their father’s illness then sitting 

through a lengthy trial reliving what hap-

pened to their father,” he said.

Souweine was represented by Michael J. 

Baxter and Edwin L. Keating III of Baxter, 

Baker, Sidle, Conn & Jones P.A. in Baltimore. 

Baxter did not return a request for comment 

Friday.
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